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PLANNING REFORM — PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.06 pm]: In September last year I was pleased to 
advise the house that the second phase of the state’s most comprehensive planning reform agenda was open for 
public consultation. Following three months of consultation and more than 250 responses, the 
Western Australian Planning Commission has today released a summary of the submissions received. The 
responses show strong support for the Liberal–National government’s program of reform as a vehicle to manage 
economic and population growth and ensure continuity of land supplies. They also provide valuable comments 
and contributions to drive discussion around the second phase of reforms. 

The focus of “Planning makes it happen: phase two” is to continue to see our planning system evolve following 
the reforms in phase one, which included the release of “Directions 2031 and beyond”, revised R-codes and a 
new multi-unit housing code, amongst others. This process sought comment on 18 different reform initiatives, 
focused on the regional and local planning scheme review and amendment process, structure planning and 
development approvals, as well as a review of the development assessment panels. 

Underlying all of this is the desire to streamline the approval process to create a more user-friendly planning 
system for both local and state governments, industry and the community. Based on the feedback provided, 
which is summarised in the report released today, the government will be considering its priorities for the next 
tranche of planning reform initiatives. The Liberal–National government has a proven track record for planning 
reform success and it is important that this process has been informed by the communities and the industries that 
rely on our planning system. I encourage people to visit the “Planning makes it happen” website at 
www.planning.wa.gov.au/planningreform to see a copy of the report on the submissions that were received. 
I thank those people for their valuable contributions to this process, and I look forward to updating the house in 
the coming months on the next steps we will be taking to innovate and deliver a world-class planning system for 
Western Australia. 
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